We read with interest the recent article of Liu et al. (2019) , who carried out a large analysis of deaths attributable to ambient air pollution in Northeastern China during 2014-2017, concluding that exposure to particulate matter (PM) was associated with mortality in women but not in men. With the aim to provide further insights on gender-based differences in mortality for atherosclerotic heart disease due to PM, we carried out an electronic search in the Global Health Data Exchange (GHDx) registry, a large database of health-related data maintained by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation 2019), using the keywords "particulate matter pollution" and "ischaemic heart disease," combined with the epidemiologic variables "deaths," "year" ("2017"), "sex" ("male" and "female"), and "location" ("global" and "China").
